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With the Berlinische Galerie closed for conversion 
work, the artist Cem A. spotted a space for an inter-
vention: on site with a forecourt installation and online 
on the museum’s Instagram channel.

Since late April, Cem A. has been putting 
up signs giving fictional reasons for the museum’s 
closure. The signs are placed on the forecourt every 
two to three days and echo the aesthetic of official 
information signs in the public space. They include 
phrases such as: “The Museum is closed to take a 
Moment to reflect. Thank you for your understand-
ing”, “The Museum is closed to give the Artist some 
space. Thank you for your understanding” or  
“The Museum is closed due to lack of affordable 
Housing in Berlin. Thank you for your understand-
ing.” At the same time, photographs of the signs are 
posted on Instagram where representatives of Ber-
lin’s art scene are seen holding these signs inside and 
outside the museum. Seven signs have been pub-
lished so far without indicating who posted them or 
offering any explanations. The posts have attracted  
significantly more engagement online and sparked 
lively debate in the comment section. Once Cem A. 
has been identified as the person behind the inter-
vention, towards its end on 18 May nine more corre-
sponding posts will be published on the museum’s 
social media channels.

Since 2019 Cem A. has been running the 
meme page @freeze_magazine, where he posts con-
tent with a humorous take on the complexities and 
contradictions of the art world and the everyday life of 
artists as well as art criticism in the form of memes.  
In his artistic practice and in collaboration with art 
and culture organisations (for example, documenta 
fifteen and Barbican Centre in 2022 and Louisiana 
Museum in 2023), Cem A. explores how the cultural 
phenomenon of memes can be situated within phys-
ical environments. The project references meme cul-
ture and seeks to construct a viral social dynamic.

“Thank You for Your Understanding”  
challenges the voice of museums in the social media, 
which often comes across as neutral and detached. 
It examines how the public’s critical role can be acti-
vated in digital and physical spaces if museums 
depart from their ascribed role. To this end, Cem A. 
recontextualises the institutional mechanisms while 
using the Berlinische Galerie as a platform for dis-
course about art production and art criticism.  
The intervention adopts artistic means to test 
whether art institutions can contribute to meme cul-
ture and how analogue events can play a role in the 
digital space.

 Thank you 
for your 
understanding
 An Artistic Intervention 
by Cem A. 

Until 18 May 2023
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https://www.instagram.com/berlinischegalerie/
https://www.instagram.com/freeze_magazine/
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About the artist Cem A.
Cem A. is an artist with a background in anthropol-
ogy. He is known for running the meme page  
@freeze_magazine and for his site-specific installa-
tions. Since it was founded in 2019, @freeze_maga-
zine has evolved as a tool for creative collaboration  
between Cem A. and other artists, researchers and 
organisations. His work explores topics such as sur-
vival and alienation in the art world.

Selected exhibitions and installations
Theory is My Friend, Louisiana Museum, Humlebæk 
(2023); documenta fifteen, Kassel (2022); Hope You 
See Me as a Friend, Barbican Centre, London (2022); 
14th Biennial of Young Artists, Museum of Contem-
porary Art, Skopje (2023); Pleased to Announce..., 
Versus Art Project, Istanbul (2022) and The Party, 
Weserhalle, Berlin (2021). Cem A. has lectured at the 
Royal College of Art, London; Central Saint Martins, 
London; HeK Haus der Elektronischen Künste, Basel; 
HDK Valand, Gothenburg; Universität der Künste, 
Berlin; and Istanbul Modern, Istanbul. He is a mem-
ber of Hœr NY, a feminist queer bisexual lesbian art 
collective founded in 2022 with Harley Aussoleil and 
Frances Breden.

Together with 
Photographer: Victoria Tomaschko
Protagonists: Bo Melanie Liu, Thomas Köhler, Hans 
Krestel, Zoë Claire Miller, Ahmet Öğüt, Mine Ser-
izawa, Christine Sun Kim

Links
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www.cem-a.com
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The Berlinische Galerie will be closed from  
7.2.23–25.5.23 for renovations.
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